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THIS IS HOW CHANGE HAPPENS.

It’s never a straight line. Advocacy  
campaigns are long battles with  
many twists and turns. New  
discoveries, barriers, and tactics  
emerge. Over four decades,  
Women Employed has developed  
the strategic know-how, flexibility,  
and tenacity it takes to win.  
This report recounts the winding  
path to two vital advances for  
working women.



Employees—especially women, who bear the majority of 

family caregiving responsibilities—suffer without the right  

to earn sick time. Unable to afford a day off, they come into 

work sick or are forced to make impossible choices between 

taking care of their families and keeping their jobs.

Impossible choices 
for millions

PAID SICK DAYS



Women Employed has been on 

the front lines for over a decade, 

educating leaders and the public, 

building support, and pushing  

for change.

Organizing, Establishing the  
Coalition, Drafting Illinois Bill

In 2000, Women Employed formed  
the Illinois Paid Leave Coalition. We 
began pressing state lawmakers for 
paid family and medical leave and 
educating the public about the  
problem. We commissioned research 
on the costs. In the years following,  
we refocused on earned sick time and 
drafted an Illinois bill, then advocated 
for its passage. It stalled in committee 
and didn’t move forward after several 
years of trying to mobilize support. 

Shifting Focus from  
Statewide to City

Disappointed but undeterred,  
we turned our attention to the  
city of Chicago where we saw 
greater opportunity. In 2013,  
we drafted a sick time ordinance 
for the city and gained support 
from two dozen aldermen—not 
enough for passage but enough to 
encourage us to stay the course.

 

Co-Chairing the Mayor’s 
Working Families Task Force

When an advisory referendum on 
the February 2015 ballot resulted 
in 82 percent voter support for 
a paid sick time requirement, 
the Mayor convened a Working 
Families Task Force. Because of 
Women Employed’s leadership 
on this issue, the Mayor asked 
Executive Director Anne Ladky 
to co-chair. After months of 
research, negotiations, and 



listening to business owners and 
hourly workers, the Task Force 
issued a recommendation to allow 
Chicagoans to earn up to five paid 
sick days per year. 

Mobilizing Aldermen and the Public  
for Passage

Women Employed and Earned Sick Time 
Chicago coalition members launched an 
extensive public awareness and action  
campaign and held in-depth meetings with 
aldermen. At the June 2016 City Council 
meeting, the ordinance—which covers  
460,000 employees—passed unanimously. 

Pivoting towards an Unexpected Opportunity

The Chicago ordinance created an immediate 
opportunity with Cook County. Within 24 
hours of passage, we got a call from County 
Commissioners who wanted to introduce an 
ordinance that would expand coverage to 
440,000 workers in the suburbs. Less than four 
months later, we celebrated a major victory for 
individuals and familes who have now gained 
access to this life-changing workplace benefit.

Nearly 1 million employees in Chicago and 
Cook County will now have earned sick time.

THIS IS HOW  
CHANGE HAPPENS.

visit womenemployed.org/howchangehappens



CAREER FOUNDATIONS

Low-paid working women trying to better their futures through 

education encounter many obstacles. They are often unaware 

of what career path may be the best option for them or how to 

navigate their way.

Too few signposts  
on the path to college 
and careers



Since the 2000s, Women 

Employed has led the effort  

in Illinois to create high-quality 

pathways to guide adult students 

from wherever they start their 

education to a better job. 

Building Bridges across Illinois

One key component of an effective 
pathway system is bridge programs, 
which combine basic skills 
improvements with solid career 
preparation in specific growth  
fields. In 2006, we published a  
125-page guide, Bridges to Careers  
for Low-Skilled Adults, to make the 
case for expanding these programs 
and ensuring high quality. It outlined 
a step-by-step process for designing a 
bridge program curriculum, promoting 
it to students, and getting funding. By 
2014, over 40 providers were serving 
thousands of students with this new 
approach.  

Success with Bridges Spotlights  
a New Barrier

Students in City Colleges of Chicago’s 
bridges were succeeding and transitioning 
to college-level programs at astonishingly 
high rates. But what about prospective 
students who didn’t know what career 
area they wanted to pursue? We realized 
we had to build a new step on the 
pathway that would help adult students 
make informed decisions about where  
to spend their higher education time  
and money. This created an exciting 
opportunity to build new partnerships 
between City Colleges and community-
based organizations. 



System-wide Input and Collaboration

In 2013, we began working with City Colleges 
leaders to create Career Foundations. The program 
includes skills and career interest assessments, 
introductions to 10 career areas, and detailed 
information on how to make the right college 
plan to achieve career goals. Community-based 
organizations provided input and helped refine 
lesson content.  

Designing, Testing, Training

In 2014, we tested Career Foundations at  
six campuses of the City Colleges and got  
positive feedback from 94 percent of students 
surveyed. We used student and teacher  
feedback to further refine the curriculum and 
prepare for a public rollout at City Colleges  
and several community-based organizations.  
We provided 12 hours of in-depth training to  
teachers on how to deliver the program.



Expanding the Pathways System

Today, 14 community organizations 
across Chicago have joined with us 
to make Career Foundations work for 
their adult students starting on an 
educational pathway. Our consortium 
is providing peer support and technical 
assistance, sharing best practices 
on teaching techniques, and making 
adjustments based on experience. The 
curriculum is available on our website 
and is garnering interest nationwide.   

watch @ womenemployed.org/howchangehappens

At community colleges and 
organizations, students seeking  
a better future can discover good  
career path options, make plans  
to pursue them, and smoothly 
transition along the educational  
path to get there.

THIS IS HOW  
CHANGE HAPPENS.
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Dear friends,

We’re proud of this year’s big wins on earned sick time and 
our work to chart new pathways to college. Like all our 
accomplishments, these victories required us to navigate  
plenty of twists and turns to achieve our goals. Our guiding  
light is a firm commitment to realizing a stronger, more secure 
economic future for all working women.  

The spark and the staying power come from you. Coalition 
partners who strategize, organize, and lobby.  Working women 
and men who share their struggles and aspirations. Community 
college teachers and administrators who care deeply about student 
success. Elected officials who listen and act. Individual donors, 
foundations, and sponsors who invest generously in our work.

Today, grave threats to women’s economic equity and security  
are taking shape at the federal level. Closer to home, state leaders 
are standing by as vital programs and services for women and 
families are dismantled by inaction on the budget.  

That means that in the coming year, our partnerships with our 
allies, activists, and donors must be even stronger. With your 
support, we are determined to move forward—resisting rollbacks 
of hard-won gains, crafting new strategies and collaborations, 
speaking out loudly, and mobilizing others.   

We’re hopeful and heartened by your involvement and support, 
and we look forward to navigating the unprecedented challenges 
ahead—together. 

Lisa Pattis 
Board Chair

Anne Ladky 
Executive Director



Thanks to our donors and partners for making 
change happen.

We salute the many foundations, corporations, organizations, and 

individuals who have supported us over the years. The following donors 

generously contributed between July 1, 2015 and September 30, 2016. 

We recognize the importance of every contribution and regret that we 

cannot list the many people who donated less than $100. Heartfelt  

thanks to all our supporters.
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Adah Wilson Fund for  
	� Nursing at the Chicago 

Community Trust

Ford Foundation

Grand Victoria Foundation

Joyce Foundation

JPMorgan Chase Foundation

$25,000–$99,999 

Anonymous

Allstate Insurance Company

Alphawood Foundation

The Boeing Company

Chicago Foundation for Women

Chicago Tribune Charities,  
	 a McCormick Foundation  
	 Fund

The Crown Family

Elizabeth Morse Genius 
	 Charitable Trust

Family Values @ Work

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation

Polk Bros Foundation

The Richard H. Driehaus 
	 Foundation

Searle Funds at The Chicago 
	 Community Trust
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ComEd
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JPMorgan Chase & Co

Pert Foundation

RBC Capital Markets/RBC 
	 Wealth Management

Southwest Airlines
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Walgreens

Wintrust Financial Corporation

Woods Fund of Chicago

$5,000–$9,999 

Aon

Arnstein & Lehr LLP

Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Bill Bass Foundation

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois

Charles Jacob Foundation*

DeVry Education Group

Erie Family Health Center, Inc.

GATX Corporation

INTREN, Inc.

The John D. &  
	 Catherine T. MacArthur 
	 Foundation

Kirkland & Ellis

KPMG LLP

Miner, Barnhill & Galland, P.C.*
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Selden Fox, Ltd.

Woodward, Inc.*
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Aramark Healthcare Technologies

The Chicago Federation of  
	 Labor Workforce and 
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DLA Piper LLP

Donohue Brown Mathewson  
	 & Smyth LLC

Duane Morris LLP

The Fauerbach Family 
	 Foundation

Hughes Socol Piers Resnick  
	 & Dym, Ltd.

Kelley Drye and Warren LLP

Local 881 UFCW

Mayer Brown

Mendelsohn Legal, Inc.
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Noelle Brennan & Associates*

Northern Trust

NorthShore University 
	 HealthSystem

Polsinelli

Public Communications Inc.

RBC Foundation

Schiff Hardin LLP

Seyfarth Shaw at Work*

Sipi

SP+*

Taft*

Union Pacific Railroad

Vedder Price

Winston & Strawn LLP

Wintrust Bank

The Women’s Coalition  
	 of Initiatives in Law

Zurich

$100–$999

270 Strategies

Allison, Slutsky & Kennedy, P.C.

Ariel Investments, LLC

Arise Chicago

Aronberg Goldgehn Davis  
	 & Garmisa

Bank of America Foundation

Bernstein Global Wealth 
	 Management

Causecast Foundation

Center for High Performance

Cresta Communications

Exelon Corporation

Eye Spy Optical

Fifth Third Bank

The Indigo Group, LLC 

Instituto del Progreso Latino

Kraft Foods Group Foundation

Law Offices of  
	 Gary R. Waitzman LLC

The Mayer and Morris Kaplan 
	 Family Foundation

McKinsey & Company, Inc.

Metra

National Partnership for  
	 Women & Families

NJW Consulting Services

The Northridge Group

Patricia C. Bobb &  
	 Associates P.C.

S. Wolf & Associates, Inc.

SEIU Illinois Council

Soroptimist International  
	 of Chicago

United Scrap Metal, Inc.



INDIVIDUALS

Leadership Circle 
$10,000 and up

Anonymous

Linda Friedman

Nancy and Rick Kreiter*

The Pattis Family Foundation

Champions for Change 
$5,000–$9,999

Kate Boege 

Mary Gardner 

Harriet Harty 

Nancy Hearon*

Brian and Ali Kreiter*

Susan Mendelsohn

Jerry Newton

Janice Rodgers 

Debbie Thorne and Jerry Esrig

Partners for Change 
$2,500–$4,999

Jill Allread 
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Anne Megan Davis
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Gabrielle Hatley
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Melissa Moore 
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Laurie Rompala 

Janet Schumacher 

Lisa Snow and Franco Turrinelli

Teresa Soppet 

Joyce Webb 

Investors for Change 
$1,000–$2,499

Anonymous

Kathleen Almaney 

Patricia Arnold 

Rebecca Weinstein Bacon

Charlene and Bob Baizer*
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Ann Becker

Marti and Tony Belluschi*
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Eryn Brasovan 
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Betsy and David Bueschel
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Marion Cameron 
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Ellen Carnahan and Bill Daniels
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Vicky Dinges 
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Judy Erwin 

Sara Gourley Euler 

Julie Fenton and Stuart Chanen

Karen Fishman and Anne Ladky

Noam Frankel and Laura Sova

Gwyn Friend 

Aviva Futorian 

Rebecca Girvin-Argon

Lee Glazer*

Shelley Gorson and  
	 Alan Salpeter Family Fund*

Sharon Harris 

Debra Hass and Buc Rogers

The Jastromb Family 
	 Philanthropic Fund

Melissa Josephs 

Patricia Katz 

Melissa Kibler 

Elizabeth Kirkpatrick 

Michelle Kohut

Kristine Kolky 

Judith Kossy 

Michele Kurlander 

Susan Lambert 

Molly B. Lazar and Flora Lazar

Karen Lewis 

Susan Lichtenfeld 

Cynthia McCafferty 
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Paddy McNamara 

Ambar Mentor-Truppa and  
	 Mike Truppa

Iliana Mora 

Leslye Mueller
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Pamela Oettel 

Katina Panagopoulos 
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Barbara Phillips 

Day Piercy 

Erika Powers

Anne Pramaggiore 

Anna Rappaport

Elena Robinson 

Burton and Sheli Rosenberg

Lisa Rosenberg and  
	 Howard Balikov*

Janet and Philip Rotner

Lisa Rowe 

Bettylu and Paul Saltzman

Anita Sarafa 

Carole Schecter 

Erin Schrantz 

Susan J. Schwartz 

Joan Shapiro 

Rebecca Sive

Beverly Butz Sosa

Ingrid Stafford 

Ronna Stamm and Paul Lehman

Julia Stasch 

Ava George Stewart 

Cindy Stuyvesant 

Marjorie Stinespring 

Katherine Toll 

Mabel Tung 

Lisa Turley 

Linda and Terry Van Der Aa*

Sandra VanGilder

Leslie Veon 

Lynn Watkins-Asiyanbi 

Drew and Meredith Weitz

Julie Zaideman

$500–$999

Enriqueta and Ronald Bauer

Brenda and Martin Becker*

Patti Bobb 

Angela Bobbitt 

Sarah Bradley and Paul Metzger

Noelle Brennan*

Patricia Broughton 

Edie Canter and Fred Wellisch 

Emily Collins 

Carol Lynn Coughlin 

Susan Darby 

Mickie Dillon 

Lili Farrokh-Siar 

Emily Fess 

Barbara Fishman 

Bridget Gavaghan and  
	 David Lawson 

Alexis Gladstone 

Ilise Goldberg 

Margaret Gregory 

Sydney Hans and  
	 Lawrence Strickling

Julie Hayes 

Mary Kay Heffernan 

Kathleen and Larry Holleran*

Lori and Mark Igleski

Jacqueline Leimer 

Kate Maehr

Helen Marlborough 

Lynn McGovern 

Debbie Mika 

Suzanne Miller 

Brandon Neese and David Wick

Rachel Williams Newman  
	 and John Newman 

Jean Perkins and  
	 Leland Hutchinson

Debra Pickett 

Yoni Pizer and Brad Lippitz

Vikki Pryor 

Eleanor Revelle

Stephanie Riger 

Harriett Robinson 

Anita Rosenberg 

John Rowe*

Kathleen Scallan 

James and Sheila Schultz

Susan Schwartz 

Mary Anne Sedey 

Robert Spangler 

Jacqueline Taylor and  
	 Carol Sadtler

Sharon Terry 

Saundra Unke Mertz 

Susan Valentine 

Ernest Vasseur and Craig Mueller 

Carole Veronesi 

Amy Viellieu 



Darlene Vorachek 

Susanna Walker 

Lynne and Ricky Weber*

Steven Wiesner 

Norma J. Williams

Debra Wilson-Sumbry*

Laura Winters 

Gloria Ysasi-Diaz 

$100–$499

Anonymous

Katherine Abbott 

Songie Adebiyi 

Barbara Adelman 

Howard and Pat Adelman

Lisa Adelstein 

Bonnie Agnew*

Deborah Akines 

Barbara and Tom Alt*

Sharon Alter 

Patti Anderson 

Sally and Vincent Anderson

Jean and Robert Andrews*

Lucia Annunzio*

Sarah Arendt 

Renee Aronsohn 

Randah Atassi 

Sue Augustus 

Enosa Avery 

Janet Baer 

Claudia Baier 

Elizabeth Bailey 

Linda and Fred Ballard 

Lisa Ballard 

Lisa Barrow 

Stacey Bashara-Stearns 

Meegan Dugan Bassett 

Marc Baumann 

Henry Bayer and  
	 Jacqueline Kinnaman

Rosemary Bayzer 

Kathleen Beaulieu 

Sara Beazley 

Lisa Bedner 

Kim Belcher 

Mary Margaret Bell

Nancy Bellew 

Alison Benis*

Kate Bensen

Robin and Allen Berg*

Juliet Berger-White 

Susan Berkowitz 

Cinda Berry 

Brenda Betts 

Joan Beugen 

Emily Blaha 

Kemery Bloom 

Kenneth Blumberg*

Elyse Bluth 

Sarah Bornstein 

Susan Bottum 

Elizabeth Brackett

Jane and Eddie Brandwein*

Tameshia Bridges Mansfield 

Jennifer Brier 

Carole Brite 

Carol Brosk 

Bobbi and Kenny Brown*

Eric Brown 

Pam Brown and Fassil Yirgu*

Angela Burke 

Molly Byron 

Amanda Cage

Merle and Michael Cahan*

Joanne Canyon-Heller 

Dina Carr 

Elizabeth Celio 

Ann Chipman 

Yoonsun Choi 

Stephanie Chu 

Christine Cikowski 

Nancy Clawson 

Lynn Coe 

Janice Cohen

Wendy Cohen 

Delia Coleman 

Valerie Colletti 

Alison Conlon 

Colleen Connell 

AmyJo Conroy 

Sue Anne Copeland*

Kim Copp 

Dunni Cosey-Gay

Judy Cottle

Wendy Coulter

Amy Cowen 

Jessica Crawford 

Ellen Criz 

Jeff Cummings 

Darlene Cunneen 

Elizabeth M. Cunneen

Alan Curley 

Mary Curry 

Linda Cushman 

Lynn Cutler 

Alice Dan 

Yvette Daniels 

Ann Darnton 

Matthew Davey 

Celia and Andy David*

Andrew Davis 

Jennifer and Mike DePriest

Joan DeRycke 

Mary Kay Devine and  
	 Jason Coulter

Virginia and Robert Devine

Jane Dewey

Adriana Diaz 

Ellen Dickson 

Lari Dierks 

Carly DiVito 

Joyce and Paul Dlugosch*

Sarah Doll 

Julie Downing 

Bailey Drake 

Angela Drexel 

Jan Anne Dubin 

Nancy Duff Campbell*

Bridget Duignan 

Sarah Duncan 

Judy Eastridge 

Hillary Ebach

Sarah Eberhard 

Colleen Eddy 

Andrea Egle 

Arthur Ehrlich

Irene Elkin 

Caryn Englander 

Maria Enright 

Jennifer Everett 

Kelly Fair 

Suzanne Farrand 

Rosemary Feit 

Patricia Fera 

Stan and Mary Ferguson

Nicole Fernandez 

Daniel Figura 

Amy Finney 

Sunny Fischer 

Steven and Julia Fishman 

Vanessa Flores 

Barbara Flynn Currie

Katy, Jerry, and Ann Fohrman 

Judy Foreman*

Mary Foster 

Toni Foulkes 

Meg Fox 

Katherine Frankle and  
	 David Goldman

Kristen Freund 

Mary Frey

Maya Friedler 

Anita and Stephen Friedman

Alison Fyhrie 

Susan Gallagher 

Matt Galo 

Cynthia Gentles 

Christine George 

Meredith George 

Larry Giddings 

Patricia Gilleran 

Andy and JoAnn Ginger

Linda Ginzel 

Mary Ellen Girgenti 

Ashlee Glazeski 

Leona Gleason 

Ilyce Glink 

Phyllis Glink 

Susanne Glink 

Clare Golla 

Mona Golub 

Jill and Steve Gomberg*

Rémi González 

Merle Gordon 

Peter and Sandra Gorski*

Betsey Grais 

Ron and Marilynn Grais

Chip Gray and Jacob Karaca

Freddi Greenberg 

Marcia and Michael Greenberger*

Joanna Greene 

Patty Greene 

Gwen Gregory 

Marc Greitens*

Robert Griffiths 

James Grimes 

Emily Gross 

Rachel Gross 

Frances Grossman

Venu Gupta 

Anne Hamada 

Jennifer Handa 

Nicole Hankins 

Dolores Hanna 



Lauren Hargrove 

Mary Harkenrider 

Deborah Minor Harvey 

Sara Hays

Peggy Heath 

Christie Hefner 

Toni and John Henle

Julie Henly

Angela Hickey*

Denise Hicks 

Rachel Hill 

Adam Hirsch 

Virginia Holbert 

Claire Holland 

Halcolm Holliman*

Kimberly Hoopingarner 

Mary Hutchings Reed 

Jill Iman 

Erin Inman 

Mark Ishaug and Micah Krohn

Heli Jaason 

Diane Jacobson 

Ann and Jerry Jaeger*

Mary Ann Johnson 

Patricia Johnson 

Rosemary Jones 

Gwen Jordan 

Hyman Joseph 

Caroline Kalember 

Jan Kallish 

Marcy Kamen and  
	 Charles Wathen

Jamie Kandalepas 

Suzanne and Dan Kanter

Ethel Kaplan 

Kathy Kaplan*

Anne Kavanaugh 

Amanda and Bill Kenefick 

Elizabeth Kenefick 

Kathleen Kenefick 

Mary Kennedy Carew*

Brooke Kerendian 

Paige Kerr 

Peter Killian 

Jacqueline Kirley 

Joan and Richard Kohn

Nancy Kohn 

James Kolstad 

DeAnn Kovalan 

Andrea Kramer 

Emily Kramer 

Edie and Mitchell Kreiter*

Linda Kroll*

Susan Kruesi 

Josh Kulp 

Jessica Kumar and  
	 Alexander Meadow

Amy Kurson 

Jane Ladky

Jeanne Ladky 

John Ladky 

Julie and Jim Ladky 

Louise Lane 

Roberta Lane 

Tanya Larson Topp 

Lynn Lavender 

Martha Lawlor 

Christine Leahy 

Khun Lebakken 

Donna Lenhoff*

Phaedra Leslie 

Karen Levin*

Mimi Li 

Cathy Lieberman 

Carol Lind 

Peter Lindau 

Marilyn Lissner 

Christine Listro 

Sara Loevy 

Jacqueline Loewe 

Julia Loper 

Lisa Lopez 

Aphrodite Loutas 

Marcena Love 

Laura Luckman Kelber 

Mary-Ann Lupa

Molly Lynch 

Kilby Macfadden 

Stephen and Rosemary Mack

Mary Mackay 

Kate Mahoney 

Judy Marwick 

Elaine and Bill McCloud*

Brian McCormick 

Ann McCready 

Kay McCurdy 

William McIntosh 

Marcia Medema 

Larry Meisner 

Diane Meister 

Martha Melman 

Pauline Merrill 

Michael Meshenberg 

Harry Meyers 

Robert Michaels 

Sharon Miller 

Judy and Ernie Miyashita 

Jeffrey Mono 

Mary Lee Montague 

Portia Morrison 

Gail Mrozowski 

Wendy Muchman 

Michael Mulder 

David Munar 

Veronica Muñoz 

Judith Musick 

Sameena Mustafa 

Megan Myers 

Diana Nelson 

Diane Nelson 

Jessica Nelson 

Kristi Nelson 

Carolyn Neuman and  
	 Frank Morreale

Cindy Nguyen 

Gail Niemann 

Randy Nixon*

Karin Norington-Reaves 

Jennifer Norkus 

Gerard Notario 

Stephen and Ilene Novack*

Therese O’Connell Echeveste 

Margo O’Donnell 

Megan O’Malley 

Michelle Olson 

Anita Orlikoff 

Amy Osler Lowenthal 

Sue Panger 

Debra Parker 

Dana Pearl 

Lois Pearson 

Elizabeth Phillips 

Martha Pierce 

Andrew Pillsbury 

Francie and Stuart Pinkwater*

Lucille Pirri

Wendy Pollack 

Martha and Don Pollak*

Jan Pomerantz 

Sylvia Pozarnsky and Tom Riley

Arleen Prairie 

Cathy Pratt 

Barry Preston and  
	 Eunice Valdivia*

Emily Prettyman 

Sandra Prettyman

Thomas Pulver

Nancy Quinn 

Jennifer Ramirez 

Mrinalini Rao 

Becky Raymond 

Steve Redfield and  
	 Patricia Pippert

Holly Reed 

Laurie Regenbogen*

Jean Reidy 

Margaret Resce Milkint 

Joanie and Robert Reynolds 

Jennifer Rhein 

Dana Richert 

Mary Beth Richmond 

Carol Rizzolo 

Carta Robison 

Carol Ronen 

Ellyn Rosen 

Leora Rosen 

Joshua Rosenberg and  
	 Nicole Millett*

Loretta Rosenmayer 

Heather Ross and  
	 Ronald Lambert

Marcia Ross

Nancy Ross

Sharyl Ross 

Susan Rubens

Susan and Myron Rubnitz

Camille Rudge 

Jessica Rudolphi 

Cathryn Ruggeri 

Phyllis Russell 

Janet Rustigan 

Peggy Ryan 

Jane Saks 

Shira Saliman 

Kathy Salinas 



Michelle Salomon 

Kaarina Salovaara 

Joan Saltzman*

Anita Samen 

Randee Samuels 

Jacques Sandberg 

Nancy Sassower 

Diana Scanlan 

Edna Schade 

Kathryn Schechter 

Kendra Scheuerlein 

Renee Schleicher 

Aimee Schnabel

Kathy Schulte 

Barbara Schultz 

Lisa Schumacher 

Nancy Schuneman 

Lynn Schwabe 

Renee Schwartz 

JoAnn Seagren 

Cheryl and John Seder*

Linda and Jeffery Semel*

Nancy Semerdjian 

Bill Serritella*

Grace Shaff 

Linda Shapiro 

Sarah Shaw 

Patrick Sheahan 

Julie Shelton 

Nancy Shier 

Reeva Shulruff 

William Siavelis

Diane and David Sigman*

Margaret Silliker 

Kate Silver 

Kim Silver 

Susan Silver 

Leslie Silverman 

Anita Sinha

Patricia Sklar 

Katie Smith 

Moleska Smith 

Emily Snyder 

Mark Snyder 

Christine Sobek 

Sherry Sohn 

Maya Solis 

Stephanie Sommers 

Carol Sonnenshein Sadow

Jennifer Soule*

Whitman Soule*

Mary Beth Sova 

Trent Spence 

Dan Sprehe 

Wilma Stevens 

Mitchell Stewart 

Susan Straus 

Joanne Strong*

K. Sujata 

Jacqueline Summerville 

Lorelle Swader 

Helena Swanson-Nystrom 

Abigail Sylvester and  
	 Matt Schuneman 

Valerie Taing 

Carolyn Tatar 

Pamela Tate 

Barbara and Robert Taylor

Wendi Taylor Nations 

Shirley Termolen 

Tom and Karen Terry

Carrie Thomas 

Carole Thudium

Margaret Truszkowska 

Joyce Tucker*

Bonnie Tunick

Julia Turk 

Helen Turley 

Chris, Dana, and Mary Tynan*

Ann Uitto-Snyder 

Rachel Unruh 

Linda and Paul Uzureau

Nora Vail 

Jennifer Valenti*

Chris Van Haren 

Kim Van Horn 

Caren Van Slyke 

Julia Van Vliet 

Melissa Vandyke 

Ellen Vargyas*

Penny Visser 

Linda Wagner 

Margaret Walker 

Judith and Roger Wallenstein*

Barbara Waller*

Valerie Waller

Gail Ward 

Christina Warden 

Paul Waterhouse 

Elaine Waxman 

Eryn Weber-Shifrin*

Monica Weed 

Anita Weinberg 

Rebecca Wellisch 

Beata Welsh

Elisa Wesche 

Diana White 

Lindsey Whitlock

Barbara Wilson 

Cynthia Wilson*

Mary Jane Wilson 

Jodie Winnett 

Janet Winningham 

Deborah Winton*

Jenny Wittner 

Stephen Wood and  
	 John Kennedy

Laurie and Michael Young*

Donna and Phillip Zarcone

Julie Zerwic 

Gabi Zolla 

Jerrold Zoloto 

INVESTORS FOR CHANGE / With the generosity of our Investors for Change, who make unrestricted gifts of $1,000 or more annually, 
WE is able to pursue the best opportunities to improve workplace conditions and build pathways to higher education so more women 
can succeed economically.  NANCY B. KREITER ADVOCACY FUND* / Special thanks to the donors of this fund that supports Women 
Employed’s work to strengthen federal equal opportunity policies.  

For more information about these special giving opportunities, call 312.782.3902 ext. 245 or visit womenemployed.org.  



DEDICATIONS

In Honor of Marcia Bass
	 Karyn Bass Ehler

In Honor of Kate Boege
	 Mary Lee Montague
	 Janet Myers

In Honor of Lydia Bueschel
	 Anonymous
	 David and Betsy Bueschel
	 Donna Dudley
	 Betsey Grais 
	 Ron and Marilynn Grais
	 Rachel Gross
	 Patrick Sheahan

In Honor of William T. Campe
	 Jennifer Campe

In Honor of Candace Carr
	 Eryn Brasovan

In Honor of The CISA  
CSR Department
	 Cindy Fitts

In Honor of Corrie Carrigan
	 Jessica Crawford

In Honor of Elizabeth Cole
	 Anonymous
	 Amanda Myers
	 Jane Shissler

In Honor of Vicki Curtis
	 Carol Rizzolo

In Honor of Mary Jane Endicott
	 Peter Killian

In Honor of Tina Erickson
	 Nancy Kohn
	 Christy Prassas

In Honor of Rachel Esrig
	 Jerry Esrig

In Honor of Julie Fant
	 Nancy Soja

In Honor of Barbara Figura
	 Daniel Figura

In Honor of Karen Fishman
	 Mark Ishaug

In Honor of Mary Gardner
	 Diane Meister

In Honor of Eva S. George
	 Ava George Stewart

In Honor of Judith Gerber
	 Liz Gerber

In Honor of Shelley Gorson
	 Rhonda Thomas

In Honor of Harriet Harty
	 Vicky Dinges

In Honor of Gabrielle Hatley
	 Nicole Fernandez

In Honor of Susan Heisler
	 Sarah Eberhard

In Honor of Julia Henly
	 Linda Ginzel

In Honor of Fern Josephs
	 Judith Musick

In Honor of Melissa Josephs
	 Wendy Pollack
	 Bonnie and Sprout Tunick

In Honor of Joanne Kaeding
	 Kristin Kaeding

In Honor of Beth Kenefick
	 Sally Staff

In Honor of Kristine Kolky
	 Kim Copp

In Honor of  
McKinley Reed Kreiter
	 Bobbi and Kenny Brown*
	 Brian and Ali Kreiter*

In Honor of Nancy Kreiter
	 Judy Foreman*
	 Janet Rotner*

GENERATIONS CIRCLE / Thanks to the supporters who have included Women Employed in their estate plans, future generations  
of women will have meaningful opportunities to achieve their aspirations for themselves and their families.  

To learn more about how you can become a Generations Circle member and continue your legacy of support, please contact  
Linda Ballard at 312.782.3902 ext. 245.

GENERATIONS CIRCLE

Vicki Curtis

Judy Erwin

Karen Fishman

Rebecca Girvin-Argon

Alice Greenhouse

Erica Harris

Jean Hoffenkamp

Fern Josephs

Anne Ladky

Joan Perkins

Priscilla Perry

Janet Rotner

Janet Schumacher

”

“�I made a legacy gift because  

I have been impressed with WE 

through the years. Because of  

our efforts in the 1970s and 

1980s, women now have many 

more choices for careers. The 

current focus is on education,  

fair scheduling, and paid sick 

leave—where we just celebrated 

a major victory. I hope my gift 

helps to win equal pay, end 

discrimination, and create an  

equal playing field for women. 

VICKI CURTIS 
GENERATIONS CIRCLE  
MEMBER



In Honor of Nancy Kreiter  
and Janet Rotner
	 Shelley Gorson*

In Honor of Anne Ladky
	 Mona Golub
	 Larry Giddings
	 Jean Perkins
	 Holly Reed 
	 Debbie Thorne and  
	   Jerry Esrig

In Honor of Anne Ladky  
and Jenny Wittner
	 Noam Frankel and Laura Sova

In Honor of Susan Mendelsohn
	 Monica Weed

In Honor of Iliana Mora
	 Rachel Krause

In Honor of My Mother,  
A Single Working Mom
	 Jayme Pierson

In Honor of Lisa Pattis
	 Anonymous
	 Eden Pearlman 
	 Anita Sarafa

In Honor of Carta Robinson
	 Julie Downing

In Honor of Elena Robinson
	 Gwen Gregory

In Honor of Loretta Rosenmayer
	 K. Sujata

In Honor of Janet Rotner
	 Merle Gordon

In Honor of Janet Schumacher
	 Anne Myers
	 Carol Rizzolo
	 Sherry Sohn
	 Shirley Staffan

In Honor of Jessica Sklarsky
	 Flora Lazar

In Honor of Mary Beth Sova
	 Jan Kallish

In Honor of Abigail Sylvester
	 Nancy Schuneman

In Honor of Debbie Thorne
	 Kate Boege

In Honor of Lisa Turley
	 Mary Hutchings Reed 
	 Janet Winningham

In Honor of Carole Veronesi
	 Rosemary Jones

In Honor of the  
Women Employed Staff
	 Catherine Dennis
	 Emily Spector

In Memory of Ann Dickerson
	 Lloyd A. Fry Foundation

In Memory of  
Rachel Harris Doxey 
	 Amy Kurson

In Memory of Fritz
	 Lynn McGovern

In Memory of June Waddell 
Hendrickson
	 John Hendrickson

In Memory of Peggy Hillman
	 Allison, Slutsky and  
	   Kennedy, P.C.
	 Henry Bayer and  
	   Jacqueline Kinnaman
	 Angela Bobbitt
	 Mary Harkenrider
	 National Institute for  
	   Fitness and Sport
	 Nancy and Rick Kreiter*
	 Anne Ladky and  
	   Karen Fishman
	 Gail Mrozowski
	 Michael Mulder

DEDICATIONS / Honor a loved one with a gift in their name to Women Employed for a birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion.  
Donations in memory of a special person honor their life and continue their legacy.  

	 Ellen Reiter
	 Janet Schumacher
	 Nancy Shier
	 Rebecca Sive
	 Trent Spence
	 Paul Waterhouse

In Memory of  
Iristine Beatrice Mack 
	 Mary Gardner

In Memory of Frida Nack
	 David Munar

In Memory of Mary Nestor 
	 Emily Fess

In Memory of Charlene Nutt
	 Sarah Frick

In Memory of Shirley Perry 
	 Nancy and Rick Kreiter*

In Memory of Lois Ringel 
	 Susan Ringel Segal

In Memory of Yvette Robison 
and Nettie McIntosh 
	 Carta Robison

In Memory of  
William Rosenberg
	 Robert and Jean Andrews*
	 Lucia Annunzio*
	 Donna Barrows*
	 Brenda and Marty Becker*
	 Alison Benis*
	 Beverlee and  
	   Howard Bernstein*
	 Syril and Nancy Beskin*
	 Kenneth and  
	   Lorriane Blumberg*
	 Jane and Eddie Brandwein*
	 Bobbi Brown*
	 Mary Kennedy Carew*
	 Dian and Ted Eller*
	 Judy Foreman*
	 Sandra, Peter, Alexandra, 
	   Jonah and Matthew Gorski*

	 Shelley Gorson and 
	   Alan Salpeter Family Fund*
	 Ilene Grossman and  
	   Bruce Amsterdam*
	 Ann and Jerry Jaeger*
	 Mitchell and Edie Kreiter*
	 Anne Ladky and  
	   Karen Fishman*
	 Lois Moss*
	 Ilene Novack*
	 Cynthia Ondra*
	 Francie and Stuart Pinkwater*
	 Don and Martha Pollak*
	 Merril Prager and  
	   John Levine*
	 Millett-Rosenberg Family*
	 Janet and Philip Rotner*
	 Betsy Schweers*
	 Mindy and Gary Sircus*
	 Chris, Dana and Mary Tynan*
	 Jennifer Valenti*
	 Barbara Waller*
	 Lynne Weber*
	 Deborah Winton*

In Memory of Jean Schmell
	 Liz Gerber

In Memory of Mary Schulte 
	 Elizabeth Kenefick

In Memory of  
Barbara R. Stoppert
	 Mary Stoppert



Foundations	 1,613,050

Corporations,  
Corporate Foundations	 213,727

Individuals	 378,646

Other Income	 17,351

Total Income	 $2,222,774

Programs	 1,601,499

Fundraising	 329,848

Management and General	 207,115

Total Expenses	 $2,138,462

72%
10%

17%
1%

Income
Foundations

Corporations,  
Corporate  
Foundations

Individuals

Other Income

75%

15%

10%

Expenses

Programs

Management and General

Fundraising

STAFF

Linda Ballard 
Development Officer 

Dana Castillo 
Policy Associate

Amanda Collins 
Program Coordinator

Elizabeth Cunneen 
Director of Finance  
and Administration

Mary Kay Devine 
Director of Community  
Initiatives

Tina Erickson 
Director of Development

Jessie Gotsdiner 
Program Coordinator

Aisha Ismail 
Program Coordinator

Susan Ismail 
Student Advocacy  
Coordinator

Melissa Josephs 
Director of Equal  
Opportunity Policy

Sarah Labadie 
Senior Policy Associate

Anne Ladky 
Executive Director

Jessica Lawson 
Development Officer 

Judy Miyashita 
Senior Communications  
Associate

Mehwesh Siddiqi 
Bookkeeper/Accounting  
Assistant

Eric Stock 
Salesforce Administrator/ 
IT Associate

Christina Warden 
Director of Education  
and Training Policy

Rebecca Wellisch 
Director of Marketing  
and Communications

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kathleen Boege

Lydia Bueschel 
Secretary

Mary Gardner

Deborah Golden 
Vice-Chair

Harriet Harty

Gabrielle Hatley

Fern Josephs 

Anne Ladky 
Executive Director

Susan Mendelsohn

Ambar Mentor-Truppa 

Iliana A. Mora

Tracie Morris

Lisa Pattis 
Chair 

Elena Robinson

Laurie Rompala

Lisa Snow 
Treasurer

Teresa Soppet

Deborah L. Thorne 
Vice-Chair 

Lynn Watkins-Asiyanbi 
Vice-Chair

ADVOCACY COUNCIL  
LEADERSHIP  
COMMITTEE

Ambar Mentor-Truppa 
Chair

Adriana Díaz

Elizabeth Kenefick

Abigail Sylvester

FINANCIALS





womenemployed.org

Mobilizing people and organizations  

to expand educational and  

employment opportunities for  

America’s working women.


